" ment; upon division, no quorum voted. i;.
. MroMieea. 1 desire;to ask the chairman (_)_f
the.committee why-they. have chaonged in this

.\ Mr, Smmuye. Why do.you:strike out
. #tepure of office?’ .. - T

" Mr, RIDGELY. . - Because iiis pfo‘vi‘ded:"abo'yé'

. that the election shall .tuke place every. two

@ATS, 14 et ey AYUT ooy ML
- The question being takea. upon the amend-.

clause the word *uniform’ in' the oid con-.

'  stitution! to-the word 4t gimilar." . The p_ld
constitution reads: .. ; T

" st But such powers and duties, and the ton-
ure of office shall be uniform throughout the

State.),: ;1o

- "1 know.questions have arisen in_our courts
qanon.the construction-of that section as con-

tained in the old constitution, upon the'con-
stitutionality of a great many laws. autbori-
‘zing the county ‘commissioners of a particular

- county to build a bridge,-or construct a road,
“ or:open & road,conferriug upon ceriain county
- commissionera special powers or. duties, which

‘were.not imposed upon the county. cominis-

" ‘gioners of the counties. throughout the State.

The word. in the_old constitution .was ¢ uni-
form." . The word here .is. ¢ similar.’ 1 do

) not:think that would alter the construction or
* get'rid of the difficulty at all, - It is’ impossi-

ble to bave .any legislation with.- reference

" to.the ‘count y commissioners under. the pro-
“vision of .the counstitution, .which defines their

powers and duties to be uaniform’ thronghout

" the State. - -The necessities in one county are
- go different from those inanother, that when:
_ the necessities of the people of :one county.re-} P

quire them to come: to the legisluture nud ask

" for certain legislation in regard to the county
" commissioners-of their. county, the pepple of
" anotber county in another portion of the State

" require nosuch legislation at all. ~To author-
" jze the county commissionera of.the several

counties: to-perform: duties peculiarly local,

* when-their people require.it, is one of .the best
" modes, it appears 1o e of legislation. “And-
" notwithstanding the provigion in the old con-

stitution - that the powers :and -duties jof the;

. county commissioners.. should. be: uniform
- throughoutthe State, the statute.book of the
. ‘State, since the -adoption- of that coustitution
- hea been filled with legislation authorizing
" the connty commissioners of one connty to do
- what ithe, county: commissioners of no other
~county are athorized: to do. - L.think lis is a |
. wise nmendment to strike out that. provision,
- ._and to let the legislature-from:time to time, a8
"the people may require, authorize the county |.
. commissioners of  the different count
. different.things, -

| 2 to do

- Mr; Cicanxa. 1 will merely state that tho lant

|

ge:-of  the old -constitution . was: that the
powers; duties and tenure of  office should be
uniform. -:Several cases have arisen:in the

" court of appeals ;-one inthe court in-Allegany;

- . county, wWhere the’ legislature couferred some
 power upon the county commissioners’ of ‘Al

Allegany county could exercise such.o power,
‘because it was. not & power given in other

.| word' ‘*uniform’’ . required that the county

_commissioners should exercise ;the same pow-.
‘ers ; and that wecould notand the legislature

upon all, -

out the State; that they; should bave like.
powers, which would give the legislature a
certain discretion with reference to modifying.
these similar powers'in order. to meet the ex-
igencies oftthie different counties. " This would

‘power ‘than retaintof . the word ‘*uniform,”’
‘and would enable the legistature toconfer sim-
ilar powers in different counmties, -

" Mr. Nkarey: 1do not see why this section
should be changed. It should be recollected

islation om theselocal matters. -We puta pro-
bibition-into the eonstitution,and very wisely.”

low .each bonrd of ceunty commissioners im

urposes they may have to carry out. - I thin
t'ig perfectly competent to legislate under this~

loeal legislation. - '+

freedom- of action of the mdividual bols of
the geveral : counties, .. I think - therefore that -

if we strike this out now, we depart in a‘great -
ted-to do the oth-
er day,in prohibition of so much'special legisia- -

measure from what we attempt

tion. | Let there be boards of commissioners
throughout the-entire State for the counties;-

ity, so that they shal} bave power toact under-

ought to change this. -~ "

they were mot ordered. =1 .

‘no.quorum:voting.

«quorum in the house,.. .\

* Mr. Danigs, I eall -for :the yeasand *ays, -
not. ";"'.--"l'\'_" » E BTN RN ot .
: - The yeas and nays were ordered. '«

" The question being taken.upon Mt.‘-Bmdn;;',

LY's amendment, -the result - 'was—yeas:13, .
‘nays 36—as follows: i - ;.. il FONOEE

", .

e

légﬁhf cminty,--which .fhe«qdhnty_cbthmissibné, :
ers of no other counties.did not-have. f4,donbt:
arose_ whether. the county commisgioners of

‘could’not coufer a power |upon, the commis-
siopers of one county, wi}hou_t;_cdpferring iv

. .The committee therefore providad that the
powers and duties should: be similar through-

that a'few days ago we prohibited special leg-

It 1s possible under this provision "to pass &
general law ‘in such general ‘terms, of sucly -
wide and comprehensive seope, that it will al-~ .

' ‘Weshall haveone gen&éf]dﬁ;s:o genémi and-
so widein'its scope,-as not to interfere: with

‘and let-the awthority’ of these boards be & gen~-.
eral, a very general authority, a wide anthor- -

it and not be trammelled, 1 do not think we: -
Mr. Kino' demanded the yeas ané xiq'ys, but-

"The -queation being again' taken upon the’
amendment, the resalt was,—“ay'es 14,nays 81— -

- Mr. Srocksnipan. 1 am‘icon'ﬁéent'_@heib isa

‘That will-test whetber there 138 quorum or: -

counties. -The committes| thought that the'

give the legislature fuller and more extensive . _

the State of Maryland to carry out any cou’nt.i o

rovision ; and then we shall not haveso much~

Y SO R S S .
Yeas—Messrs. Audoun, Greene, Hemkle, -



